Paradise Acres Meat Goats

Producer proples: Paradise Acres Meat Goats
Owner /Operator: Linda Maslow

Location: 3 1i2 miles south of Graysville, Manitoba
Phone: (204) 828-3268

E-Mail: Lmaslow@westernsd.mb.ca

Personal/background info

I work full time in Morden, Manitoba as the payroll
administrator at the Western School Division ofbce as well
as farm a 140 doe meat goat operation with my young son
Dawson, age 6. | have a hard working weekend/seasonal
helper in my boyfriend (without whose help | would be
lost). He also works full time in Winnipeg, so our weekends
are pretty much taken up with the farming operation.

My herd consists of a few purebred does in the fol-
lowing breeds: Saanen, Alpine, Toggenburg, LaMancha,
Nubian, Spanish, Angora, Cashmere and of course Boer. |
have 2 fullblood registered Boer bucks, 1 purebred Alpine
buck, 1 purebred cashmere buck, 1 purebred Spanish buck
and 3 commercial Boer bucks (3/4 Canadian).

The bulk of the breeding does are mostly Boer crosses
with all the above breeds for the feedlot - | pnd they are
much better meat producers when they have the size of the Boer
goat and the milk of the dairy goats; the kids turn out a lot hardier
in my opinion as well.

Herd/farm accomplishments

Shown in Dauphin CGS West Nationals & CBGA Nationals
- won reserve champion commercial doe and reserve grand cham-
pion commercial doe (CBGA) and reserve champion recorded
grade (CGS) in my prst show ever, June 2003. After that | did not
attend any more shows; | just became too busy. | have worked my
way up from a 10 goat operation to approximately 140 head in 4
years. | started with nothing; | did not have a farming family and
did not inherit any land/or machinery so | am pretty proud of what
I have accomplished so far, it has been a long road and | have had
a few discouraging years and it has been a struggle to keep things
going. But I am hoping this year it will prove to be worth it all as
this is what | love to do and hope
to be able to farm full time in the
near future.

Farm/facility description

I own a small acreage which
mainly consists of the goat feedlot
containing 4 large home made
feeders (made out of cattle panels)
and a 20 x 60 newly constructed
barn/shelter.

I also breed Illamas, Katahdin
sheep, Pygmy goats, Great Pyr-
enees LGDs, Jack Russell Terriers
and pot belly pigs, and have several
bantams, ducks, geese, peacocks
and guinea fowl as well as having
asmall exotic bird aviary (breeding
cockatiels, lovebirds, pnch, quak-
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ers, canaries, budgies, doves, parrotlets). My son has a small critter
breeding operation/petting zoo (hamsters, rabbits, gerbils, guinea
pigs, chinchillas). We also have 2 riding horses, a Clydesdale draft
horse, a miniature donkey and 5 parrots as pets!

I have an older hip roof barn on one half of my land which is
used to shelter the critters and the sheep/horses. They are located
on the pasture part of my land consisting of 5 acres. The goats are
taken about 8 miles away to a 30 acre pasture near Rose Isle. | rent
this for the summer from the end of May until the end of October
depending on the weather. They have only the bush as shelter and
make quick work of cleaning up all the leafy spurge in the area. |
use electra-net fencing for the entire 30 acres; it works great - keeps
the goats in and the coyotes out! It is also portable so | can take it
with me to another pasture if | want /need to. | buy grass/alfalfa hay
in 1000 Ib round bales from a local farmer as well as do my own
small square bales of road allowance hay closer to my farm. | plan
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